[Cytokeratin-19 in diagnosis of bone marrow metastases in patients with breast cancer - clinical results].
A lot of information about the structure and the clinical significance of citokeratins in diagnosis of malignances has been found in literature during last years. Some questions about their significance in tumor genesis and in prognosis when tumor cells are found far from the primary tumor are cleared. Our aim was to investigate bone marrow samples from 79 women with breast cancer and to detect the presence or the absence of citokeratin positive tumor cells and their significance for the prognosis of the disease. We found that citokeratin 19 provides a good estimation for presence of tumor cells in bone marrow of patients with breast cancer. Citokeratin positive samples are a marker for worse prognosis in patients with breast cancer than citokeratin 19 negative ones.